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Freeborn Secures Jury Win for Landfill Client Over Alleged Nuisances 
 
CHICAGO – Sept. 10, 2018 – Freeborn & Peters LLP is pleased to announce that it has secured a 
favorable jury verdict for a landfill in Zion, Ill., in a contentious and protracted dispute brought on behalf 
of 50 households surrounding the landfill. The trial consisted of plaintiffs from two households, and the 
trial was intended to serve as a “bellwether” for the remaining cases. The plaintiffs alleged that odors, 
noise, dust, birds, and litter interfered with the use and enjoyment of their property.  
 
After a nearly two-week trial, the jury found for Freeborn’s client, ordering that the plaintiffs recover 
nothing from the landfill. The judgment order was filed Aug. 23 in the 19th Judicial Circuit in Lake 
County, Ill.  
 
“Our client is very pleased with this outcome,” said Philip L. Comella, Freeborn Partner and Co-Leader of 
the Environment and Energy Practice Group, who served as co-lead counsel. “We ultimately prevailed 
because we were able to demonstrate that the landfill runs a lawful and necessary business in full 
compliance with the law and industry standards.”   
 
The Freeborn team in this case also includes Partner and co-lead counsel Terrence J. Sheahan and 
attorney Ryan G. Rudich. 
 
ABOUT FREEBORN & PETERS 
 
Freeborn & Peters LLP is a full-service law firm, headquartered in Chicago, with international capabilities 
and offices in New York City; Richmond, Va.; Springfield, Ill.; and Tampa, Fla. Freeborn is always looking 
ahead and seeking to find better ways to serve its clients. It takes a proactive approach to ensure its 
clients are more informed, prepared and able to achieve greater success – not just now, but also in the 
future. While the firm serves clients across a very broad range of sectors, it has also pioneered an 
interdisciplinary approach that serves the specific needs of targeted industries.  
 
Freeborn is a firm that genuinely lives up to its core values of integrity, effectiveness, teamwork, caring 
and commitment, and embodies them through high standards of client service and responsive action. Its 
lawyers build close and lasting relationships with clients and are driven to help them achieve their legal 
and business objectives.  
 
For more information, please visit www.freeborn.com.  
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